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BRITISH FALL BACK
Boers Drive in Their Outposts West

of Bensburg.

=1E APPER 3I HEAY FORMC
Gen. Wood Seizes and Now Holds

Zoutpon's Drift.
e

LITTLE NEWS FROM ROBERTS 1

i t<
RENSBURG, February 12, evening.-The V

Boers have again driven in the British out- n
posts on the western flank today, all out- a

posts at Bastard's neck. Hobkirk's wind-
mill and other points retiring to Maeder's
farm. There were several casualties, but de-
tails have not yet been received.
RENSBURG, February 13.-Yesterday's

retirement of the western outposts included
the wIthdrawal from Coles Kop and all the
surrounding posts. The Boers placed a

40-pounder at Bastard's neck. commanding
the surrounding country, and successfully e

shelled the British positions.
The Boers numbered some thousands and

were five to one wherever fighting occurred.
The British are chafing under the necessity
of a retreat from their posts, some of which
they had held since the new year. The
British now have no camp west of Rens- a
burg. They safely brought off the guns n
from Coles Kop. I
An Australian newspaper correspondent. P

Mr. Reay, paid an interesting visit to the
Boer camp Sunday, to make inquiries as to
the fate of his missing colleague, Mr. Hales
of the London Daily News, who was cap- I
tured by the Boers February 7, at the time
Mr. Lambie of the Melbourne Age was
killed. Mr. Reay arrived at the camp, F
blindfolded, just as church service was G
commencing. He sat blind. 'lied through- v
out the service. When he was taken before n
Commandant Delarey his eye were unban- a
daged. ji
Delarey was most courteous to the cor- N

respondent. He said he deeply regretted e
that a non-combatant had been killed. and a
expressed his sympathy with Mr. Lambie's h
widow. Mr. Reay was then escorted to Mr.
Lambie's grave, and the latter's watch and
other personal effects were handed over to
Mr. Reay. The escort Informed Mr. Reay i
that the two republics had 120.000 men h
fighting, and were able to continue the war f
indefinitely. e

tiLONDON. February 13.-A dispatch to
"

the Evening News from Rensburg says se- al
vere fighting occurred during the British d
retreat, the various outposts on both sides
suffering heavy loss. The dispatch adds
that it is doubtful if Rensburg can be held.

RELIEF FOR KIMBERLEY.
Gen. Roberts Promises Baden-Powell EIt Will Come Soon. tiLONDON, February tt.-An undated dis- Vpatch from Mafeking, via Gaberones, Feb- a]
ruary 2, says;
"Colonel Baden-Powell has received a 2-

communication from Lord Roberts promis- t)
Ing that relief would be sent in a few a
weeks. The food will last. The garrison n
Is as game as ever. The Boers have ex-
pressed their intention not to fight, but to
starve us out. All well."
The war office has posted a dispatch from 0

Col. Kekwich, dated Sunday, February 11,to the effect that- Kimberley was bombard-ed throughout Thursday, February 8. Dur- hIng the morning of February 9 a small in- Ffantry engagement, lasting two hours, oc-curred at Alexandersfonteln. The situation 0
otherwise is unchanged. L
In expectation of a new issue consols de- Nclined % in the opening of the stock ex- Lchange, dropping from 101 to 100%.
A private telegram received here saysthat ''the force commanded by Gen. Wood so

has moved up from the southward and irseized Zoutpan's Drift, which It now holds." aA revised list of the British casualties atPctgieters Drift from February 5 to Feb-reary 7 shows: Killed, 26; wounded, 319-m'ssing, 5. e 'p
S

ROBERTS READY TO MOVE.
Belief That Important News Will Soon L

Come From His Army.
LONDON, February I8-The cessation of t:war news from South Africa is taken to A

indicate that the British preparations for X
a move from Modder river are about com-
pleted, and that Important events can be S
anticipated within a few days. Interest
centers almost whol!:s upon Field Marshal
Roberts, especially since Gen. Buller's re- r
port of his withdrawal from Vaal Krantz
came. for the first time through Lord Rob-
erts, showing that all the different opera- to
tions over the wide field will hereafter be d
more completely co-ordinated. It Is now n
known that the military attaches have gone ato join Lord Roberts at the Modder river, eanother move preluding an advance.A dispatch from the Modder river an-nounces the arrival there of 1,400 refugees n
from the Darkly West district. They had rbeen ordered away by the Boers because Fthey refused to join the republicans. The 0refugees reached the Modder river via Koo-doosberg. It is learned that 200 Boers were t
killed or wounded during Gen. McDonald's 9
reconnoissance There is no confirmation e
of the reported sortie of British troops fromLadysmith nor of the Boer outflanking b
movement.

Report of Bema.bsuee.es.
A report comes from Durban that British t

artillery forced the Boers to evacuate their V
camp on Hlangwana Hill. south of Colenso.
It would be an important advantage if the
British were able to occupy the position,
The absence of Gen. French from the

Rensburg district seems to have given the
Boers an onportunity for renewed activity,They have eppr~rently commenced an ex- 1
tended attack on the British lines and areemeeting wita mirnor successes, which arethavIng considerable moral effect on theborder colonists.
The Doer invasion of fgululand is causIngkeen anxcie'y. Apart from the fact that itthreatens Gen. Euller's supplies, it is difi-cult to believe that the Zuli-s can long bekept quiecent ahile their cattle is coin-inandeered and their country overrun bytheir hereditary foes,
The friends of Cecil Rhodes are becomingalarmed at his pcetsible fate, and have sentan emissary to see Dr. Leyda, the diplo- amatic agent of the Doers In Europe, in re- igard to the probable course the Doers Wouldpursue in the event of his capture, Dr.,Leyds assured the intermediaries that theBoers did not intend to kill Mr. Rthodeabut, he added, they would certainly heolhim as a hostage uintil the indemnity forthme Jameson raid was paid. In vIew of thedevelopments since the raid, the Boershave also decided to double the amount ofthe Indemnity demanded, so Mr. Rhd'friends will have to hand over ft,400,a00(S1,000,000) befcre he is released.

Dr. Jamesen at Limme
It is also learned definitely that Dr. Jamse- I

son Is still at Layiltin site ef all theteenlloting reports.
A uaecla paragraph Is m"Mash-a In

the felobe tb eltmo, esping Germny

The Germaa srernment IumInedsi.s

lot consider itself concerned in the futui
tatus in the existence of the Boer repul
Ics.

THE DARR-MERRICK CONTEST.

Rearing in Maryland House Postpon
ed Till Thursday.

peetal Dispatch to The Evening Star.
STATE HOUSE, Annapolis, Md., Febr
,ry Il-The contested election case (

)arr, democrat, against Merrick, repubt
an, from Prince George's county, wo

Lken up by the house committee on elec
ions today and after som prellminan
kirmshing was postponed to Thursday. a

rhich time It is expected the ballots wI
e ordered brought to Annapolis and re

ounted.
Gov. Smith has approved the bills to re

rganize the police department of Balt
kore city and will appoint the new com
kissioners In a few days. He will begli
)send in his state appointments this weel
nd the time limit fixed by the constitutio
ill expire next week, before which all th
ominations must be presented to the sen
te.

THE PEOPLE MUST DECIDE.

eeretary Meiklejohn Advises Carets
Thought Regarding Philippine@.
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., February Il-
rearly 1,000 people attended the annum

anquet of the Lincoln Club and Youn
[en's Republican Club. Among the speak
rs were Assistant Secretary of Wa
ieiklejohn, Representative Dolliver a
3wa. Representative Fowler of New Jer
cy, Representative Tayler of Ohio an
homas S. Butler of Pennsylvania.
Secretary Melklejohn, speaking of th
'hilippine situation, said: "Shall we kee
ie Philippines? It Is not for me to an
wer. It is for the sovereign people of th
ation, and I believe you will think twic
efore returning a verdict that the Philipines shall be surrendered from under ou
ag."

eeI
PRINCE HENRY BACK HOME.

Eaiser's Brother Cordially ReeeiveA
by Offieals in Berlin.

BERLIN, February 18.-Prince Henry o
russia, brother of Emperor William o

ermany, arrived here this morning. H,
as welcomed at the railroad station by hi
lajesty and a large suite. Immediatell
iter the train stopped Prince Henr:
imped out and hurried to the emperor
ho met him half way. The two brother
mibraced and kissed each other affection
tely, the bands played and the guard o
onor presented arms.
The ministers, headed by the imperia
iancellor, Prince Hohenlohe, and mani
stinguished civil, naval and military of
3ials, welcomea the prince back to Ber
a. After an inspection of the guard o
nor the emperor, wearing a naval uni
Irm, and Prince Henry drove In an opei
Lrriage to the Schloss. The streets wero
Ironged witn people, who enthuslasticall
elcomed the prince. In honor of the even
I the schools were closed and the city waj
.corated wita flags.

INSANE SOLDIERS COMING.

bout 450 of Otils' Men Have Los
Their Reason.

SAN FRANCISCO. Cal., February 13.-
leven insane soldiers were today sent fron
i1s city to the government hospital a

'ashington, D. C., and It is probable thal
)out thirty more will go east during the
eek. During the last three months neari3
0 demented soldiers have been sent acrose
ke continent, and it Is said that over 2%
ore will soon arrive here from Manila. Ii
aflv all cases the men are violently in-
Lne.

TO SERVE ON THE ALBANY.

Meers Carried as Passengers on the
Prairie.

The U. S. S. Prairie, which is now or
er way to Newcastle, Eng., and Havre
rance, has the following complement o

'cers: Commander M. R. S. McKensie
leut. F. K. Hill, Lieut. H. H. Whittlesey
aval Cadet F. L. Pinney, Naval Cadet F
.Sheffield. Surgeon S. H. Griffith, P. A
aymaster W. T. Gray, Boats. August Olin
n, Acting Gunner W. E. Whitehead. Act
.g Carpenter McCall Pate, A. W. Machi
st H. E. Kershaw and Paymaster's Clerl
H. Ramsay.

She also carries the following oficers al
issengers en route for duty on the U. S
Albany: Lieut. Cbmmander G. F. W

olman, Lieut. A. G. Winterhalter, Lieut
I. J. Maxwell, Lieut. W. R. Shoemaker
ieut. F. M. Russell, Lieut. (J. g.) R. C
oody, Surgeon H. N. T. Harris, Actinj
oatawain L. W. Sopp, Gunner T. J. Shut
eworth, Acting Carpenter W. E. Winant
. W. Machinist Thodore Meyer, A. W
:achinist H. I. Lutken. A. W. Machinis

.W. Booth, and Paymaster's Clerk A
Porter.

NEW FORM OF REPLY CARDS.

rovisions of a Bill Drafted by tb4
Postmaster General.

The Postmaster General has forwardec
the post office committees of Congress a

raft of a bill designed to facilitate com-
ercial transactions by mail. In a lettei
:companying the bill the Postmaster Gen-
-al says that at present many persons, it
rder to secure patronage and replies b3
all, send to prospective patrons and cor.

'spondents prepaid cards and envelopes
ractical experience. he says, shows that
aly about 10 per cent 'of these are re-
irned, entailing a loss to the senders ol
)per cent of the postage value of the
irds and envelopes so distributed.
The bill provides that arrangements maje made with private persons, firms anl3rporations for the issue to them of repliavelopes and reply cards addressed t
2emselves and for their transmsslo,arough the malls without prepayment o1
ostage.
The postage is to be collected from the
ddressee the same as is postage due undel
resent conditions. A deposit will be re
uired in advance from persons applyingr this privilege in such amoun6 an shal]ithe judgment of the Postmas=ter General
rem proper. The privilege. of the regis
ry system shall, by the terms of the bill
e extended to these reply envelopes andards, the registry fee to be collected fron
he addressee upon delivery.

COL, EDWARDS' ASEIGNMENT.
Vill Wfe on Duty in This City Peain

His Restoration to Health.
Lieutenant Colonel Clarence R. Edward
f the 47th Volunteer Infantry, who ac
ompanied the remnains of Major Genere
,awton from Manina to this city, has beel
ssigned to temporary duty in this cit;
s charge of the insular division of the ad
Itant general's offee. Colonel Edward
res formerly In charge of the military Inarmatlon bureau of the War Departmentnd has since served with credit in thantiago cmanign in the SPanish was
ad in the Philippines against thre ingur
ents. He Is not In the best of health, arm
was not deemed prudent to sen hliack to the Philippinee at cc,

OvriePay Estimate Eegee.
An pgetemste ha been reedived by the ag
repsitiam -mteee et an apgeogrmatte
s cover the ament et oerte weak b
laks in the Tresury 3aitmemt dust

he iname et the wa beer afi Tt

-mt Is fdia the dvision a

me.- anos, M sin

C.A. CHICKERING DEAD
Killed by Fall From Window of Now

York Hotel.

FUR OF MHE P="EI M=
S

t He Complained of Suffering Fm
Rheumatism AlI Day Yesterday.

- SHOCK TO HIS FRIENDS HERE

e NEW YORK, February 13.-Represents-
- tive Charles A. Chickering of Copenhagen,

N. Y., was found dead outside the Grand
Union Hotel in this city today. He had
either fallen or Jumped from a fourth-story
window of the hotel.
The body of Mr. Chickering was found on

the sidewalk of the 41st street side of the
hotel, under the open window of his room,
which was on the fourth floor, by a milk,

r

f

man who was driving through the street ait
5 am. Evidently it had been lying there
for some time, as the clothing was sat-

t urated with rain. It was clothed In under-
Swear, socks, night shirt, trousers and vest.
There was a bad gash In the right side of
the head.
Mr. Chickering had been In the hotel all

day yesterday. He had complained con-
siderably of rheumatism, but nothing frra-
tional In his actions had been observed by
those at the hotel.

Native of New York State.
Charles A. Chickering was born at Har-

risburg, Lewis county, N. Y., on November
26, 18-43. He was educated in the common

ischools and at the LowvIlle Academoy, at
which Institution he was for a time a
teacher. He was a school commissioner of
IAwis county from 1865 to 1875; member of
assembly In 1879, 1880 and 181. He was
elected clerk of the assembly in 1884 and
re-elected In the years from and including
1885 to 1800. He had been chairman of the
republican county committee of Lewis
county, secretary of the republican statecommittee and also a member of the execu-tive committee of that body. He was elect-cd to the Fifty-third Congress and ro.t'd three times.
A message from Mr. Chickering's hometown, Copenhagen, says: "Mr. Chicker-Ing's mind had been affected for some time--in fact, ever since he was ill with feyerover a year ago. He was not consideredirresponsibale, but was melancholy at times."These spells were usually brought on byterrible attacks of rheumatism, when thepain was so bad that Mr. 'Chickering had

to be restrained.
"He had gone to New York for treatmentdiuring one of these attacks. His death

will be a great misfortune to his native
county. He was the most Popular and In-
fluential man in this section.
"Mr. Chickering was considened wealthyIn these pyarts, being worth probably about

$100,000. He carried this congressional dig-
t.rict In the last election by about 3,000oplurality.

Well Known at Hotel.
Mr. Chickering was well known at the

Gmnd Union Hotel, as he had been In the
habit of making frequent trips from Wash-
ington for several years, and always stayed
at the Grand Union when in this city. He
arrived from Washington Sunday afternoon
and was assigned to a room in the fourth
story, on the 41st street side. Outside one
of the windows of his room was a balconyconnected with a fire escape.
Mr. ChIckering complained of a severe alt-

tack of rheumatism yesterday, but he
seemed otherwise In good health and
spirits. How Mr. Chickering fell wan a
matter of conjecture. He could not have
fallen out of the window while looking out,
as the fire escape balcony was In the way.
The most plausible explanation was that
his mind had become deranged and that
he walked out of the window and climbed
over the railing. The manager of the hotel
sai'd he could not a-ccount -for the accident.
Sorrow In House of Representatives.
The announcement of the death of Rep..

resentative Chickering of New York wan,
received In the House of Representives
today with sincere expressions of regret an
the part of his colleagues. He has been In
the House since the Fifty-third Congress
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THE VICE PRES QENCY

Neither the Pfreide Ne ter Rana

The Point t-omees4.s Persomaf
priedeow fer ais

Rgnsmat the that may be
tahsmn f3 at this time
with respect to th# proposikon that he be-
come a candidate fot' mo Viace on the
ticket with President Metinley, it Is al-
most a certainty that lia-pame will be
presented at the Philadelphia c9nvention,
and some of those wha are recognized as
being closest to him helis,. that he will
receive the nomination. The President and
the republican national Gemmittee have
not been trying to compel Governor Roose-
velt to consent to candidacy. The impor-
tunity to that end has come from men who
believe Roosevelt woeld add strength to
the ticket, and that it would be to his own
best Interest to accept the nomination. The
belief Is entertained by tyemen who want
Governor Roosevelt that if he is not nomi-
nated no New York man can be, and that,If not a man from New York, then a west-
ern man will get the nominstion.. The fear
is expressed in very f4rooful terms that
the nomination going to the west it will
fail upon some one who will have to becarried through the campaign op the
shoulders of McKinley. Wile no doubt is
expressed by republicans that McKinley
can win, the opinion it egpressed that it
would be the greatest folly to take chances
by putting on the ticlket with him some
man of western choice who would be a dragand a burden. The candidaier of Governor
Roosevelt is being urged as a .safeguardagainst such a thing, but it is not thePresident nor Mr. Hanna who Is urging it.Neither of them wants to be suspected of
trying to dictate the nomination In advanceof the convention.
Asguament of Rose'elt's Friends.
From the point of view of his own per-

sonal Interests some of Roosevelt's closest
personal friends want him to be on the
ticket with McKinley. It is their ambition
for him that be shall be the presidential
candidate of the republican party four
years from now, after MoRH ley has closed
a second term, and they argue that the
surest way to this end is forhim to serve as
Vice President, notwithsetndig the idea
some have that the vice pmsidescy does not
lead to the higher offices Their reasoning
to this conclusion is that If Gov. Roosevelt
is not the candidate for Vice *esident he
will be re-elected governer of New York,
and that at the end of his secqpd term as
governor, which would obgur in the middle
of the presidential term.; he Nould retire
from office and for two. years before the
Presidential nomination hp in private life.
This they fear would take him out of the
public eye, and, with Sali~ato seen only in
the distance, while other-ipozant events
had transpired to make the public memory
dim, his chances .of belng cled to the
presidency would be qbecure. They believe
$hat as Vice President .be would figure
prominently in public -pfaft% bold the
hearts of the pe6ple, andbe thostedet nat-
ural successor to McKinley iniln White
House. For this ressen they to make
him Vice President If t and will
make the move when the t rncomes, what-
ever may be said by him now.

AN APPEAL FOR PORTO RICO.

Opposition to Opening Our Markets
Causes a Desperate Situation

The delegates from the camber of com-
merce of Porto Rico, who are here urging
Immediate legislation for free commercial
relationiwith the United States, received
the following telegram from the president
of that body yesterdays.
"Situation becoming more desperate and

unendurable, due principally to advices of
opposition to opening markets for tobacco
and sugar. Delay ruining country. Saving
measures urgent.

"CROSAS,
"President Chamber of Commerce."

After submitting this dispatch to the
President and the Secretary of War, and
conferring with the chapimen of the com-
mittees of Congress, the delmation sent thefollowing reply:
"Do not despair. Bellee Congress will dojustice to island. -

"HENLY LUCE,
"GEORGE L 'PINLAY,
"M. FERNANDEZ JUNCOS,"Delegates of the Chamler of Commerce of

Porto Rico."

EXTENDING YIRU :IN LUZON.

The Energies of the igeala Ofce Dent
Toward Establishng -the Systems.
Gen. A. W. Greely, chief signal officer,

U. S. A., said today that all of the energies
of his department are at present being di-
rected toward the establishment of a thor-
ough telegraph and telephohs system In the
Philippines, to meet the constantly grow-
ing demand for such services incident to
the military operations; in. those islands.
The lack of any mail system in the Philip-
pines allows of only t4legrqphic or tele-
phonic communication and there are at
present over one hundred telegraph and one
hundred and fifty telaphone.offIces already
established. in the Isn of Luson. Bub
as the capture and '

n of each townimmediately demand stabIshment of
means of communication, there is an ever-increasing-need for instuments, operatorsand other equipment forthe offices of both
methods.

SETTLING JIS A COUNTI.
Ex-Consul Maerum tees et Expllain10s Deimese-NonPetoria.
Mr. M&MUM16 ei-~-in,%a.PretorIa, today

completed the settleg.n go 'iM accounts
with the State Depatm . Ws must now
make a Snal metteena lhe Treasury
Depsrtent, alihanh t dow not require
his personal =a mne bW Mitnand
it is presums&nt he ~~iwbr to East
Liverpool in. a dpg at I U nwhile he
gives no sign of a' to gmmn~tiias
with the public rscJtefqircon-
ditions une h i post.

Capt. Crownisbtai the bureau of
navigation has ret'e.oit. city from
an enjoyable visit to F~id~4southern
Caiifornla for the bqta.his health.
Mrs. Crowninshleltac p~dhim.
Mr. W. Bekie Dar ~sq-' lty, who

for eleven months- b travelingthrough Europe, is os t.He ex-
pects o0 rema~in thee mar Ave weeks,and wilthen return to Petersburg.Mr. Moses esat New York Is visitinghis daughter,~ J. onlaheaera, at 57th street southwest.-

Te Reer to 0 ~Ca..
The House coo mtte~~s has In-
vraby rge 1brater to the
Court of yigofA goo
Camp ertaa e,.ay.iof Clastbi t.

Uaymenta a a

ALLISON ON FINANCE
Addresses His Associates at Lengt]

on the Senate Bill.

ATfUDE TOVARD THE . EIB.W AC]
House Adjourns on Account a

Mr. Chickering's Death.

COMMITTEE APPOINTEI

Soon after the Senate convened today s
bill appropriating $150,000 for the enlarge
ment of the public building at Portland
Ore., was passed.
A House bill relating to lights on stean

pilot vessels was also passed.
A bill to authorize the establishment a

some point in North Carolina of a statloi
for the investigation of problems connecte<
with marine fishery interests of the middle
and south Atlantic coast was also passed
The financial bill was then laid before the

Senate, and Mr. Allison (Iowa), the ranking
republican member of the finance commit
tee, addressed the Senate on the measure
He was accorded unusual attention, as i1
was fully realized that he represented th
attitude of the republican side of the chawn
her.
Mr. Allison said he did nbt propose t<

enter upon a general discussion of th,
financial questions that had been more o:
less considered during the past twenty-fiv
years. By the pending measure it wai
proposed to deal with the currency questioiin a large and general way. Mr. Allisoireferred to the Senate substitute for thiHouse bill and said there was no proposition to change the existing currency-golband silver certificates, greenbacks, treasur3notes and national bank notes.
He said that after careful consideratiorthe Senate committee had regarded it wisei

to deal with the pending question in ac-cordance with the provisions of the Senati
measure than in accordance with the Housobill.
Mr. Allison, beginning a discussion of thetwo bills, said he had not supposed until hihad heard the speeches delivered during thtpast few days there was any doubt in thtminds of anybody that this country was or

a gold standard. He was proceeding t<elucidate that point when he was inter-rupted by Mr. Teller, who Inquired if iri1873 the gold dollar was made the standardof value.
Mr. Allison replied that the dollar wasmade the unit by that act of 1873.Mr. Teller-"Then I will ask the senatorif we were on a silver standard from 170to 1873?"
"We were not," emphatically replied Mr.Allison. "The standard of value was notproclaimed in the act of 1792. That actprovided that the two metals, silver andgold, should hold a relative value of fifteerounces of silver to one ounce of gold. We,therefore, had a double standard of value."He admitted that no gold dollar was pro-vided for in the act of 1192, but that laimade ten units one eagle and five units ahalf eagle.
It was perfectly evident that the intentof the lawmakers was that gold a'd silvercoins should travel side by side on thebasis of their commercial value.He said that since the enactment of thelaw of 1873 there had not passed current asingle dollar of any kind of United Statesmoney that was not on an absolute paritywith the gold dollar. Concluding this por-tion of his remarks, Mr. Allison said: "Iassert that In passing this bill, we are butre-enacting practically the provisions of thelaw of 1873. We are reiterating the exist-ing law. This bill, it must be "derstood,is but a reaffirmation of what has been thelaw since 1873, when we provided for pay-ments in gold in 1879."The present bill makes the greenbacksabsolutely redeemable in gold coin. In nosense does the bill provide for the elimina-ton of greenbacks from our currency."Speaking of the gold reserve to be main-tained under the bill -$150,000,000- hethought it ought to be, and under the billwas, ample to meet the demands upon it.I want to reiterate," said Mr. Allison,"that there is not a provision in the firstsection of the Senate substitute that is notnow a part of the law or that has not beenthe practice of the government since 1879."

Colloquy With Till....
Mr. Allison became involved in an amus-ing colloquy with Mr. Tillman (S. C.).The South Carolina senator inquired ifMr. Allison had not supported PresidentCleveland's efforts to secure the repeal ofthe Sherman law in 1893.
Mr. Allison said he had assisted Mr.Cleveland to that extent, but he had taken

occasion also to criticise the democraticparty for its attitude on the money ques-tion since.
"Well, I merely interposed my remarks,"said Mr. Tillman, "in order to get the sen-ator to absolve the democratic party forall responsibility for Grover Cleveland. Henever was a democrat."
"I will absolve the democratic party forresponsibility for 4fr. Cleveland," repliedMr. Allison, suavely, "and at the same timeI will absolve Mr. Cleveland from respon-sibility for the democratic party. I knowthat he does not care to accept such a re-sponsibility." (Laughter.)A moment later Mr. TiHman again inter-rupted Mr. Allison with a statement aboutthe issue of bonds, and was interrupted bythe chair, who inquired of Mr. Allison ifhe yielded for the remarks."Oh, yes," replied the Iowa senator. ".Iyield because the remarks would be en-tirely pertinent, if they were true."Mr. Lindsay (Ky.) inquired whether, incase there should be a deficit, the gold ob-tained from the sale of bonds under the billcould be used to pay current expenses ofthe government.
"Under the provisions of the Senate sub-stitute to which I am directing my re-marks," replied Mr. Allison, "these bondsfor obtaining gold can only be sold when thereserve falls below $50,000,000; and I wanthere and now to express my firm convic-tion and belief that it will, ipthe circum-stances and under the provisons of thismeasure, never be necessary to sell bondsfor that purpose."
"But under the provisions of this bill,"persisted Mr.- Lindsay, "will not the ulti-cateresult be the retirement of the green-
"Under this bill," replied Mr. Allison, "thegreenbacks cannot be retired. I want tosay that 'the retirement of the greenbacksor any other part of our money shouldnever be attempted without the most care-ful scrutiny arnd the wisest considerationof the legislation providing for' it."He said that if $4,000,000 of greenbackswere to he retired, an equal adhount ofsome other currency ought to be providedto take their place, so that timid peoplewould not be frightened by the ghost ofcurrency contraction.
In response to another question by Mr.Lindsi, Mr. Allison said tbat the green-backs, under the provisions of the pendingbill~acc
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$4,000 on account of the increased cost of
building material was adopted.
A bill to extend the period of the sus-

pension of certain laws relating to the War
Department for another year from March
1 was adopted.
These urgent matters having been dis-posed of, Mr. Payne (N. Y.) made the an-

nouncement of Mr. Chickering's death. Atsome future time, he said. he would askthe House to pay fitting tribute to the highcharacter and distinguished services of thedeceased.
The resolutions prepared by the NewYork delegation were then adopted, andthe following committee was appointed toattend the funeral: Messrs Sherman (N.Y.).Babcock (Wis.), Cummings (N.Y.), Littauer(N.Y.), De Graffenreld (Tex.). Davidson(Wis.), Gillett (N.Y.), Alexander (N.Y.) andOtey (Va.).
Then, at 1225 p.m.. as a further mark of

respect, the House adjourned.
SALE OF GOVERNMENT BACON.

Charges Against Maj. Rathers, Which
Are Believed to Be a Political Scheme
Charges have been filed at the War De-

partment against Major G. W. Ruthers.
commissary of subsistence, United States
Volunteers, now stationed at San Fran-
cisco, and incidentally against Senator J.
P. Taliaferro of Florida, growing out of the
alleged Improper sale of 215,000 pounds cf
government bacon, valued at 23,000, to the
C. B. Rogers Company, of which Senator
Taliaferro was vice president, at Jackson-
ville, Fla., In September, 1SO. The charges
are made by Jay G. Holland, who claims to
have been a government detective at Jack-sonville, in 1898. The charges were referredto Major General Shafter, commanding thedepartment of California, several weeks
ago, with instructions to have them Investi-gated and to report the result to the de-partment. This investigation is now in
progress at San Francisco, but nothing has
yet been received at the War Departmentin regard to It.
Major Ruthers is a man of high standingand good character, and his many friends

are confident that he will be completelyvindicated of the charges against him.Pending the result of the investigation, theofficials at the War Department decline todiscuss the case for publication. It is
broadly intimated, however, that the
charges against the army officer have no
real basis, but are merely part of a politi-cal scheme to discredit Senator Tallaferra.It is explained that the meat in question
was regularly condemned and sold to thehighest bidder, and that there was no Irreg-ularity in the transaction.

NEW COALING STATIONS.-

Preliminary Arrangements Made for
Their Establishment.

Rear Admiral Bradford, chief of the
bureau of equipment, has made prelimi-
nary arrangements for the establishment
of coaling stations at the following named
places on the Atlantic coast and the Gulf
of Mexico:
Frenchman's Bay, Me.; Portland, Me.;

Portsmouth, N. H.; Boston. New London,
In the vicinity of Newport, New York,
League Island, Pa.; Chesapeake bay, Port
Royal, S. C.; Key West and Dry Tortugas,
Fla., and New Orleans, La.
It is also contemplated to establish coal-

ing stations at Mission Rock, Cal.; Pearl
Harbor and Honolulu, Hawaii, and at
Copras Island In the harbor of San Luis
de Apra, Guam.

LOCATION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Views of Senators Martin and Clark
of Montana on the Subject.

"While I have not given consideration to
the details of the question of placing our
public buildings of the future on the south
side of Pennsylvania avenue." said Senator
Martin to a Star reporter today, "I am in-
clined to favor that general proposition.
Before I place myself on record for it I feel
that I should look into that matter more
fully than I have yet done."
"I am decidedly in favor of preserving

the parks of the District, and having -ites
for public buildings that are erected here
in the future acquired by the government,"
said Senator Clark of Montana. "No city
can have too many parks, and those that
the District has should not be encroached
upon as sites for public buildings. I surelythink we should beautify the avenue,
though I have not considered the proposedpolicy of having public buildings built
there:"

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL.

A Large Increase That is Mere Ap-
parent Than Real.

The House committee on military affairs
today completed the army appropriation
bill. It carries $111,'700,36, against $So,-
000,104 in the bill for the current year.
The great seeming Increase is accounted
for by the fact that the appropriations for
the current fiscal year were inadequate,
and the urgent deficiency bill recently
passed carried a large additional appro-
priation for the army for the current year.
The bill includes an appropriation of

$450,550 for cable and telegraph lines to
connect the military posts in Alaska with
headquarters at St. Michaels. and $100,000
for military bridges and roads in Alaska.
The new legislation in the-bill also includes

the following: The payment of longevity payof regular officers holding volunteer rank
upon their rank i the regular establish-
ment; an increase of 20 per cent in the payof enlisted men and 10 per cent in the payof officers serving beyond the limits of the
United States; the return to the states of
quartermaster's stores taken into the serv-ice of the United States during the war
with Spain; $55,000 for the military hos-
pital at Hot Springs, Ark.; for firing morn-ing and evening guns at national homes
for disabled volunteer soliers and for the
admission to such homes of officers and
soldiers who served in the late war with
Spain or who have or shall serve in thePhizippines.
TO REPORT PACmC CABLE BILL.

Bouse Interstate Commeree Com-
mittee Favors Sherman Measure.
The House committee on interstate and

foreign commerce today decided by a vote
of 8 to 5 to report a. Pacific ceble bill along
the lines ot the Sherman bill, defeating by
5 to 8 the Corlims proposition for a govern-
ment ownership.-
The vote in the committee does not com-

mit the committee to the Sherman bill asdrawn, but only to the general idea whichit containsprivate ownership with a gov-ernment subsidy for twenty fears.The bill was taken up today by the coin-mittee, but little progress was made. Thebill authorizes the Postmaster General to
contract with an American ceble comnynfor the paymentbythe United Statesof notto
exceed $400,000 a year foe twenty years forthe transnmisson of governnme namearefrom the Pacific count to Honolulu, Guam,Manila, Hong Kong and such points inJapan as-the contraeno- with the approvalof the government of Japan may select,

Rouse Passes G. P. 0. Inoease.
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AT THE WHITE HOUSE
Philippine Situation Discussed at

0abinet Meeting.

OWECT OF TE NEW COn
It is to Be a Body of Action, Not

of Advice.

EXPECTED DECLARATION

The only reference in the cabinet meeting
today to a matter of public interest was an
to the new Philippine commission. Las.-
much as the commission will not leave this
country for six weeks or two months Presi-
dent McKinley has been in no hurry to
complete the membersnip. He has been
carefully seeking nen of national standingand unquestioned character. The duties of
the commisrion will be of the highest Im-

portance. In administration circles the new
commision is regarded as one of the
most important ever created. It differs a
great deal from the original Phippine
commission. That body, which will soon be
defunct, was of an advisory nature. It was
to look the ground over, confer with the
Philippine leaders and report to the Presi-
dent and country what was advisable. 2T0
all intents and purposes this has been done.

Not for Advice. but Action.
The new commission has been created

riot for advice, but for action. Its duty will
be to organize municipal governments here,
tltere and everywhere, set them going and
supervise their work till they are able tO
stand firmly by themselves. Groups of
municipalities will then be gathered undet
provincial governments, and the provinces
in turn will be gathered under a central au-
thority, at the head of which will be a gov-ernor general. The establishment of such
a system on a sound footing will be the
task of the ew commission.
The southern member the President has.been seeking has not been selected. SenatorMcLaurin was most prominently mention-ed at one time, but It has never been knownwhether he would accept. Senator Undsayhas also been mentioned. His term expiresin March, 1901, and the seat after that Is

already filled by the election of ex-SenatorBlackburn. but it Is not now believed thatSenator Lindsay will take a place, or thatIt will be offered to him by the President.
A Coming Declaration.

It is said today that the President will
soon declare the Insurrection In the Philip-
pines at an end, so far as organised re-
bellion is concerned. Whether he will issue
a proclamation to that effect is not known.
The effect of his action will be the same,
however. It will be to put Aguinaldo and
the few Insurgents now harassing the
American forces on the basis of outlaws
and bardits, to be treated as such now or
at any future time they may be captured
or encountered. This will change the ft.
ture offensive operations of the Americantroops from a military to a police charac-
ter. The army will be broken Into detach-
ments and scattered throughout the islandsto give protection and confidence to thepeople.
It Is too far off to determine how manytroops will be withdrawn from the Islands,but there will be a number, and the with-drawals will increase with time.

Aguinalde to Continue the struggle.
It is recognized in administration circles

that Aguinaldo will try to continue a desul-
tory struggle until next November. If pos-
sIble, with the hope that this may change
the presidential election. The republicans
promised peace in the Islands in the early
part of this year. and they have carried
out their words, It is said, except for preds,
tory bands here and there. When the Pres-
ident proclaims that pence exists in the
Islands and that all people must submit
their controversies to the courts or be pun-
ished accordingly, it is argued that the fewInsurgents will speedily give In. Murder and
arson will be punished as they deserve. So
will all other crimes, and the Filipinos who&ontinue to intimidate and murder natives
will be treated as bandits and fought ac-
cordingly. No rules of regular warfare
will be observed. Recognition of white
flags and exchanges of prisoners will not
take place.

Deeorating the White Mouse.
A squad of seamen gunners was engaged

at the White House today in decorating
with flags and bunting for tomorrow night's
reception to the army and navy. This work
has heretofore been done by civilians, but IS
was believed the sailors would be able tO
produce mom artistic and appropriate 1t-
fects than others. The foral decorations
will be placed by the same persons who al-
ways do the work.

Invited to Hear Senator Depew.
Rev. Donald C. MacLeod, pastor of the

I.rst Presbyterian Church of this city.
saw the President and extended him an in-
vitation to attend the church on the even-
ing of March 2 and listen to the lecture of
Senator Depew on "An American Abroad."
The President said he would be glad is
visit the church on this occasion.

Not Killed, but With Kis Company.
The adjutant general received a cable

message this morning from Gen. Otis, at
Manila, saying, in response to an inqidry
from the department, that Herman Fritch,
of Company K, 23d Infantry. was not
killed, as reported, but escaped from the
insurgents, and is now with his company.

Non-Comammoned Oeers Promoted.
It Is announced at the War Departmnent

that First Sergeant Pliny Rt. Strange, Com-
pany F, d4th Volunteer Infantry, has been
appointed second lieuteant of that regi-
ment; that Sergeant Major Herbert E. Gee.
48th Volunteer Infantry, has been appoint-
ed second lieutenant of that regiment, and
that Private Wimliam J. Whitthorne, Jr..
Troop B, 11th Volunteer Cavalry, has been
appointed second lieutenant in the d0th Vol-
unteer Infantry. All of these regiments
ame now in the Philippines.

Over the War in Afrien.
Consul General Stowe, at Cape '-"own,

serves notice on American manufaturers,
through a report to the bureau of foreign
commerce, State Department, that as soon
as the war in South Afdica Is over there
will be a boom which will aford many op-.
portunities for the introeda oe Ameas
goods and American enterprines. The
country win then be shart of ----ie-- he
sayws, particulsidy food stuRA. and In amany

other dirscttan the densed wUi be large,Vehls tasik and harness will he needed:much furniture haa been dsstreyed. -d
the ouentry winl want the canatimn this
required by' e meging fom a, war.
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